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WHAT DOES YOUR HEART BREAK FOR?

Last week was one of the most challenging messages | have had to preach. Maybe to some it was
just a normal message, to others it may have felt like a pep talk. But to me it was life-altering and
personally challenging as | look deep within myself to see if my heart truly belongs to God or does it
belong to someone else.

For years many of us have skimmed over that famous quote from Jesus which says, “Love the Lord
your God with all of your heart, all of your soul, all of your mind and all of your strength.” For many
we think, “yeah that’s great, | can do that.” But in reality how we live our lives, and what we consider
most important and top priority doesn’t reflect that we are living out that scripture. Church may be
important, reading the bible might be important, raising a godly family might be important, but do our
hearts truly break for the things that break the heart of God? Do we honestly and passionately love
God with ALL our heart, ALL our soul, ALL our mind and ALL our strength? Do we wake up thinking
about God, get dressed worshipping him, include Him in every decision of everyday? Do we work
diligently, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to live out the commands of His Word? Are we, like the
early church, eager and willing to sell our possessions, give of our time, money, abilities? Are we
ready and willing to help the poor, feed the hungry, clothe the naked and preach the Good News of
Jesus to everyone who has ears to hear? Do our souls burn with a desire that is unexplainable to be
holy as God is holy? The answer to all these questions will be different for every individual, but for
the church as a whole, the honest answer is probably no.

Momentum is all about facing these questions head on, taking a deep and long look at ourselves
and asking, “Do | want to love God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength?” “Do | want my heart
to break for the things that break the heart of God?” “Do | want to be a part of something that is big-
ger than | am, bigger than working a 9-5, bigger than just going through the motions of life and living
for only those things which are temporal?”

My heart’s cry to God right now is, “Lord give me more.” | want more love, more grace, more oppor-

tunities to serve, give, help, preach and defend what | know to be True and eternally impacting. Un-

fortunately, | can’t convince you to have that same heart. The greatest orators in history couldn’t
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come together and write a speech that would convince you. Only God and your longing to know
Him can make you into that which God desires for you to become.

The challenge that was placed before us last Sunday wasn’t about money. Maybe some of you
thought, “Oh, here we go again. Another church, another pastor begging me for money.” I'm sorry
if you feel like that, and you may not believe me, but | truly mean what | say when | say it's not
about money. It's about us being who God wants us to be. It's about sacrifice. It's about putting
ourselves in a position to be able to be the heartbeat that impacts a community for Jesus. It's
about us saying that nothing in this life will take the place of God. Nothing will be more important to
me than Him.

This challenge is just one step of a hundred steps that need to be taken so that Sand Lake’s mis-
sion of seeing the lost saved and the saved disciple into mature followers of Jesus can happen. |
hope and pray that you will no longer settle for mediocrity in your spiritual life but that you will join
me in crying out to God to radically transform us into people who don’t just come to church, people
who don’t just serve in a ministry, but rather people whose hearts and minds are so in tune with
our Creator that we finally understand what it means to have a heart that breaks for the things that
break the heart of God, and instead of sitting on our hands, we get up, GO and do something
about it. Let the momentum begin.

God Bless! Family
Pastor Ryan - -
MIssion

Trip
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

[ We are going to Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, on Au-
THANK YOU! gust 1 through August 5, 2010. We have plans to

The Christmas Candy for Queens, NY was do a two-day sightseeing mini-vacation on the way

a sweet success. We raised over $1,000. home. If you are interested in going, sign-up dead-
Our journey to New York is on its way! line is January 11", Please contact Kris Dresdow
Thank you to everyone who was able to at 790-6897 if you have any questions or would like
donate ingredients, make candy and pur- to join us.

chase candy. Thank you to Ruth Granum
for allowing us to be a part of the Coulee

Region Gospel Choir event. Keep an eye
on the youth bulletin board for fundraising ‘

updates. Our SLWC family is amazingly

supportive financially to our trip. Your giv-  The Coulee Region Gospel Choir will begin rehears-

ing will not only impact the lives of our
youth going on the trip but also the lives of
the people we will meet in Queens. God
has truly blessed us with such an amazing
church.

als for the spring season mid-January. If you are in-
terested, please email Ruth Ann Granum
(crgc@centurytel.net) and she will get back to you as
soon as music is chosen. Dean Gunnarson will be
assisting Ruth with the production.



Youwrth
NewZ

High School Movie & Munchies
Join us on January 23™ as we see an exciting Christian
movie titled To Save a Life. We will be going to Marcus
Cinema for the movie. Afterwards we will head to a yet
TBD location for snacks and games. The time will be
announced as we get closer to the date. The cost will
be approximately $7. More details will come at youth
group and in the weekly bulletin.

Looking ahead...30 Hour Famine February 26"-27".

What is the 30 Hour Famine? The 30 Hour Famine is a World Vision program that allows young
people to make a significant impact on the problem of world hunger while growing closer to God and
to each other. By pledging to go without food for 30 hours, participants not only raise money to help
feed and care for children worldwide, but also gain an understanding of how it feels to experience
hunger. $30 can help feed a child for a month! This is a lock-in with a HUGE purpose.

All 7"-12" graders (at least 12 years old) are encouraged to participate. If you would like to get
started on pledges today, see Natalie Grinsteinner for details. More information will be given out on
Wednesday, January 13" at our first youth group of 2010.

More information to come so get ready to LOVE GOD, RAISE FUNDS, and FEED THE WORLD!

YOUTH QUAKE

The final meeting for the middle school Youth Quake retreat will be on Wednesday,
January 6", at 6:00 p.m. It is important for both youth and parents to attend the
meeting. We will be turning in final forms, trip money, and signing up for breakfast
items to bring along. If you have any questions, call Beth 608-797-3641. See you
all there!



A Baby Dedication is Not a One-Time Event

Even from the back of the church where | sat, | could see the baby smile. His parents returned
his smile with a nervous smile of their own. The moment was a precious one, reminding me not
only of the important commitment this mother and father were making but the one | had made
previously for each of my three children.

Infant dedications are milestone events. A special baby oulffit is purchased. Extended family
come. Lots of photos are taken. Yet, as important as a dedication ceremony is, it is only the be-
ginning. It is really only the first step in what is a very long and sometimes arduous journey for
parents.

Raising a child in a God-honoring way has never been easy. The Bible offers a number of exam-
ples of godly men whose children did not turn out to be godly. However, the task seems even
more difficult in today’s world.

As | thought about this, | began to realize that a dedication ceremony isn’t really about the baby
at all. It's about the parents. Children don’t automatically decide to follow Christ because their
parents carried them to the front of a church one Sunday. Children choose to follow Christ be-
cause their parents, by the grace of God, continually re-dedicated themselves to praying, to disci-
plining, and to leading a child along the narrow path that leads to life.

There are many aspects to raising a child in this way. It may mean reading them Bible stories
while they are still babies. It may mean volunteering to help in their Sunday School class. It may
mean saying no to extracurricular activities that take place on Sunday mornings. It may mean
limiting TV time to preserve a dedicated family hour. It may mean steering them away from the
wrong kinds of friends. Dedicating a child to the Lord is an ongoing and serious commitment.

As we begin a new calendar year, now is an excellent time to re-dedicate ourselves to raising our
children—whether they’re infants, tweens, or teens—in a way that honors God. Even if you never
publicly dedicated your child to the Lord, it's not too late to commit yourself to this vitally impor-
tant task.

Kari Winkler
Family Life Coordinator

November 2009
Contribution Summary

Fund Budget Actual
General $ 25,939 $ 23,499
Missions $ 1,772 $ 1,028
Total $ 27,711 $ 24527
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Mug & Muffin Ladies
Fellowship

Ladies—we are taking a break in January _
. and will resume in February. Keep warm! -

-
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"““‘i We are taking a short vacation this month.
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Mom & Children’s Playgroup

Date & Time: Friday, January 1° No GRoupP

Location:

Date & Time: Friday, January15"™ , 10:00-12:00 A.M.

Location: Children’s Museum—Cost $5 per person
Join us to play, chat with other moms and get out of the house for a little bit. For more informa-
tion, please call Natalie Grinsteinner at 526-3053 or Rachel Brothen at 779-0774.

Sand Lake Wesleyan

[ adies Retreat
April 16"—17"
Prayer Valley
A time of meditation, growth, learning, sharing,
worship and fellowship

More info to come...
Mark it on your calendar now!

You won’t want to miss this!

NEW LADIES BIBLE STUDY

Ladies, our new Bible Study begins Tuesday, January 5th. We will be studying the Psalms. We
meet from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. If you have thought of joining our Bible
Study, now is a perfect time! Call Kristi, 783-6321, if you have questions.



Behind The

scenes / ,
the SLWC worship experience.

Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar and plan to arrive at least 20 minutes before the
service on your scheduled Sunday. If you can’t make it, please make arrangements for some-
one to carry out your tasks. Thanks for your dedication and joyful service which greatly enhance

Ministry Coordinators callif you have questions

Adventure Church ................. Pastor Jeff ... 780-0232
Church Office.....c.cooeoerrrennee. Peggy Westerveld ............ 783-4770
ChOIF .. Ruth Granum .................... 526-2218
Family Life Coordinator......... Kari Winkler.............cccccc... 783-7170
Fifty PIUS ..o

Greeters/Welcome Center....Pastor Linda.............c........ 519-2468
High School (Fuze)............... The Grinsteinners.............. 526-3053
Infant & Toddler Nursery.......Renae Teale ..................... 783-5015
LGNITE oo Peggy Westerveld ............ 783-4770
Kitchen/Fellowship ................ Effie Gilles .........cceuvnnenee. 783-1850

Kitchen/Special Events ......... Effie Gilles .........cceuvnnenee. 783-1850

1/3 110 117 1/24 1/31
One Service|Dick & Iris Wright Inez Severson Steve & Penny Blank |Alan & Kathy Blencoe
Greeters Linda Vielhuber
9:00 10:00
Greeters Denny & Lisa Mark & Brenda Kolpitgiggeg & Margaret Lobrj@éoel & Sheryl Gilbertsgitenn & Jane Blattner
10:30 Hoskins
Tom Williams (H) Tom Williams (H) Alan Blencoe (H) Wayne Anderson (H)
Ushers Paul Currier Lou Vogel John Graf Dick Wright
9:00 \Wayne Anderson Steve Blank Dick Wright Steve Blank
Paul Westerveld (fRick Eickmeier (H)  |Dirk Hunter (H) Kyler Gustafson (H) |Joe Stammeyer (H)
Spencer Westervaldlylan Eickmeier Zach Hunter Brent Schroeder Matt Schultz
Ushers Paul Currier Aaron Macha Justin Steele Kyle Schroeder Ryan Schultz
10:30 Norma Currier  [Jacob Martin Kenn Blattner Paul Bequette Greg Lobner
Paul Hosch Jason Meyer Connor Wilhelmson |Jordan Griffing Spencer Westerveld
\;Yg:)come Nancy Olson Cindy Williams Lois Graf Kathy Blencoe Cindy Williams
\:\(I)ei;ome Kyler Gustafson Jessica Miller Lauri Ford Vickie Hulbert
Nursery Jesse & Liz Larso({Peggy Westerveld Sue Ender Trista Knower Annette Hoch
9:00 Spencer Westerveld |Rhonda Reed Allison Winkler Abby Hoch
N Lori Berget Denny Hoskins Michelle Griffing Jean Wilhelmson
1(;1.?:ry Melissa Berget Lisa Hoskins Katie Griffing Connor Wilhelmson
Sound: 9:00 |Wayne Anderson |[Joel Gilbertson Jonathan Price Wayne Anderson Kari Winkler
Sound: 10:30 Connor Wilhelmson |Matt Schultz Rick Eickmeier Paul Hosch
Video: 9:00 |Walter Leifeld Paul Westerveld Walter Leifeld Paul Westerveld Walter Leifeld
Video: 10:30 Lee Zimmerman Ryan Schultz Jonathan Griffing Kyle Schroeder
Kitchen Paul & Norma Currier |[Effie Gilles Sally Seiter Nancy Olson
Helpers Audrey Stendall Dawn Wright Rhonda Reed
IGNITE Peggy WesterveldNancy Olson Jodi Vogel Peggy Westerveld Jennie Stammeyer
Meals Ministry.........c......... Sally Seiter................. 781-0972

Middle School (Fuzion).....Anthony & Beth Dix.... 797-3641
Mo m/ Chi | dr e.nNatlie&finatginGar..o 526-3053

Library.....coccviiiiiiienn Kristi Josephson......... 783-6321
Newsletter..........coooeovnrnenne. Jodi Vogel ... 783-4770
Preschool Church.................. Kathy Anderson................ 786-3137
eLeV8.....oo e Taylor Akers........ccccoeueeeee. 519-0547
Showers Ministry ................... Penny Blank..........ccc........ 526-3026
Scheduler..........coeeieinnnee. Jennie Stammeyer ........... 781-6404
S0UNd...coiirerrrrerrn Curt Wilhelmson .............. 526-6893
Ushers & Parking Lot............ Pastor Linda...........cceueeee. 519-2468
Vid€O....oiieeiirecerecees Walter Leifeld.................... 526-2033
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