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BUILDING MO-MEN-TUMé. 
 

Pick a church, any church and you will find that church in one of two categories. It will either be stagnant and 
dying or it will be building momentum and growing. By growing I mean growing both spiritually and numeri-
cally. Where do you think Sand Lake is? Do you think we are growing or are we dying? The dictionary defines 
stagnant as ñlack of development, advancement or progressive movement; inactive, sluggish or dull.ò Momen-
tum is defined as a ñmoving force, impulse, difficult to stop.ò When I think about Sand Lake, and I am going to 
be honest, I think we are, in some ways, both growing and dying. We are both stagnant and building momen-
tum. How can that be? Well we are growing in the sense that we are seeing and adding new families to the 
church. There are new people every week. Many are coming back more than once while a few have decided 
to call Sand Lake their church home. But we are also stagnant and dying because we are just going through 
the motions of church. 
 
What I and the leaders of the church are seeing is that we have hit a crossroads in our history. For the last 
two years Sand Lake has been through a lot. First losing a pastor who was greatly loved and who was here 
for 15 years, then entering into a difficult transition time of experiencing three pastors over the last two years. 
When something like that happens, the church will lose focus. The fire that once was will begin to fade into a 
small flame. The church, any church that experiences transition like this, will find itself becoming stagnant and 
almost purposeless. 
 
Hereôs the reality that I see. I never would have come here if I felt everyone was happy just ñgoing through the 
motionsò and never desired to be challenged to reach beyond themselves to do something so big that it could 
only succeed if God was in it. I never would have come here if I felt you didnôt have a hunger to go deeper in 
your relationship with Christ. From the moment I walked through the doors of this place, I felt in my spirit that 
Sand Lake is special.  I believe, with everything in me, that God has plans for us that none of us can even 
think or imagine. This isnôt some hyped-up pep talk. I am spilling my heart onto this page. This is what I hon-
estly, wholeheartedly believe about Sand Lake. This place is special, but the fire is missing, and we need to 
get that momentum back. 
 
Your leadership team and I feel strongly that it is time for Sand Lake to find that fire again. It is time for us to 
once again discover our purpose and our vision. To do something so BIG that if we ALL arenôt in it together 
and if we arenôt on our knees crying out for God to help us, then it will fail miserably. I donôt know about you, 
but I get tired of only doing things that I can control. That doesnôt take faith. There are already thousands of 
churches who live within a box and structure that they can control. I donôt want to live like that, and I donôt 
want to limit God to that box. I donôt think you do either, because if you did, I wouldnôt be here.    Continued 
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Christmas Candy Sale  
Are you looking for a nice teacher gift or a stocking stuffer?  Do you need to bring a 

small gift to a Christmas party?  We can help!  The youth mission team will be selling a 

variety of Christmas candy on Sunday mornings from November 29
th
 through December 

20
th
.  We will have Fudge, Peanut Clusters, Peanut Butter Balls, Caramels and more!  

All the profits will help the 2010 youth mission team get to New York.   

If you like to bake and have the time to help make a batch or two, please let us know.  

We are also accepting ingredient donations.  See the table in the lobby for further infor-

mation and sign up sheets.  God Bless you all during this Christmas season. 

-Continued from Page 1- 
 
So letôs not put God in a box. Letôs quit doing things that we can control, and letôs do something BIG. Some-
thing that only God can make happen. On December 27th I will be starting a new series called Momentum. 
Over the following eight weeks we will be looking at how God wants to move us as the church and individu-
als from stagnant and dying to an unstoppable force ï a force that is building momentum in us to the point 
where we make such an impact on the people within our church and community that if we closed our doors 
tomorrow, we would be genuinely missed. Just like the word suggest, this series will be building momentum 
up to where we as the church body will be faced with a MAJOR challenge. The challenge will be so BIG that 
if we all arenôt in it together and if God isnôt in it, it will fail. What is that challenge? What challenge could be 
so BIG that only God could make it work? Well, youôll just have to come on December 27th to find out.  :)  
 
What we must be doing now as the body of Christ is be in prayer for whatôs coming. Be in prayer for God to 
begin a new work at Sand Lake ï to bring a new fire, new passion, new opportunities, new vision and mis-
sion. New everything. We are at a crossroads and God is giving us a choice. Will we keep going the way we 
are going, or will we take a chance to do something that has an eternal impact for Christ? Thank you for al-
lowing me to be your pastor. I consider it an honor to serve you and do what I do.  
 
God Bless! 
Pastor Ryan  

MENôS BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) is attempting to start 

a men's study.  They  are having an introductory 

meeting on Monday, December 7
th
 at 7:30 p.m. at 

First Presbyterian Church in La Crosse.   If you are 

interested or would like more information, please 

contact Mr. Kelly Habeck at 507-459-2786. 

Christmas Eve Service  
Join us for a candle lighting service on Thursday, December 24

th
 at 6:00 p.m.   

Child care for infants through toddlers will be available in the front nursery.   



The Service Program Ministry Team of Holmen Lutheran Church distrib-
uted 94 Fall Food Baskets to families in the Holmen/Town of Onalaska  community 

on November 2
nd

.  Thank you to all who helped with this ministry and to Festival Foods, 
Curtis Printing, Holmen Lions Club, Fergusonôs Apple Orchard, WELCA,  HLC Trust Foundation, 
and congregation members for their generous monetary donations toward these baskets.  We 
will distribute holiday food baskets on December 19

th
. 

 
 We are so thankful for the food donated through Trick or Treat so Others Can Eat in support of 
both food basket distributions.  This year approximately 7,274 items were collected with an esti-
mated value of over $8,017.  Thank you to everyone who donated, collected, sorted, and/or dis-
tributed food items.  We also thank those of you who donated or provided food for our hungry 
Trick or Treaters when they returned to church.  We are very grateful for our partnership with 
Bridge of Life, St. Elizabeth, Sand Lake Wesleyan, and Onalaska United Methodist churches, 
and Holmen High School students for helping with the food collection and sorting.  Over 225 peo-
ple volunteered to make these projects successful - we appreciate all of you!  Until next yearé.. 

 HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BIBLE STUDY  

 
 

We are being enlightened about the Old Testament Tabernacle and how it applies to our 

lives.  Doing daily homework and listening to Beth Moore's tapes, we are drawing closer to Je-

sus in our walk with Him.  And we are certainly digging into the Bible in challenging ways.  I'm 

continually impressed with the girls depth - keep it up!!  We will only meet in December on the 

13
th
 - 6:55 p.m. at Kristi's.  Will there be a snack? ;) 

Date:  Sunday, December 6
th
  

Time:  3:00 to 6:00 p.m.   
Anyone interested in learning about or joining Sand Lake Church or any-
one who would like a refresher course in what the church believes is wel-
come to join us.  Child care will be provided.  

We are going to Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, on August 1 through 
August 5, 2010.  We have plans to do a two-day sightseeing mini-
vacation on the way home.  We currently have eight people signed 
up with room for at least four more.  Sign-up deadline is January 
11th.  Please contact Kris Dresdow at 790-6897 if you have any 
questions or would like to join us. 

Family  

Mission  

Trip  



High School  
Games at Blue Cup  

 

Tuesday, December 29
th  

10:00 a.m.  
 

Join us as we sip on a warm drink and 
play some board games.  Bring money for 
your drink of choice.  This will be a fun 
time to get together over the Christmas 
break. 

 

What:   SLWC Childrenôs Musical Program 
  Written & Directed by Pastor Jeff Hoch 
  Student Director Dominique Wright 
 
When:  Sunday, December 20

th
 

  9:00 & 10:30 Services 
 
Where:  Sanctuary 
 
Who:   Starring the Children & Youth of Sand Lake Wesleyan Church! 

Come & See 

Carolõs Christmas 

We would like to say a HUGE ñThank Youò to everyone for 

supporting the Apple Pie Sale to help get the youth mission 

team to the Big Apple.  It was a success and started our 

journey to New York with a bang.  The support and love that 

we see from our Sand Lake family is amazing.  Enjoy your 

pies at your holiday feasts! 

THANK YOU! 



Fund Budget Actual

General 25,939$  22,147$    

Missions 1,772$    1,168$      

Total 27,711$  23,315$    

October 2009 

Contribution Summary

Christmas with Frank  
 
Frank Lambert was a nervous man who spoke with a thick German accent. Hard-working and dutiful, he 
drove his truck six days a week and on many holidays, hauling milk to a cheese factory for processing 
from farms throughout central Wisconsin. One of those farms was my fatherôs.  
 
Realizing that Frank was one of those people who others sometimes take advantage of, my dad be-
friended Frank. When Frank mentioned that he had no where to go on Christmas, Dad invited him to our 
house. I wish I could say my brothers and I were thrilled at the prospect of our family spending the holiday 
with a lonely bachelor, but we werenôt. Of course, we were children and having a guest present meant that 
we would have to be well-behaved (and not the exuberant bundles of energy we usually were on Christ-
mas Day.)  
 
Wanting to make sure Frank would feel welcome, my mother bought and wrapped a plaid flannel shirt for 
him. She told us he needed to have something to open on Christmas Day, too.  
 
Frank raved about my motherôs Christmas meal. Everything was delicious, he said. At the time, I won-
dered if he really meant it or if he just said it to be polite. Looking back, I now understand how wonderful a 
home-cooked meal probably tasted to him.  

 
There are many things about that Christmas visit with Frank which I didnôt understand at the time but 
which I do now. My parentsô main purpose in inviting Frank to spend Christmas with us that year and in 
the years that followed was to be kind to someone who needed it. However, through their kindness to 
Frank, they accomplished something else:  They taught my brothers and me how Christmas offers a won-
derful opportunity to show Godôs love to others in a tangible way.  

 
For the past several years, Gerard and I, along with our kids, have gone to an elderly coupleôs house on 
Christmas Eve after church. With no children of their own, they usually have no where to go. So, we go to 
their front door, ring the doorbell, and once they answer, we begin to sing ñWe Wish You a Merry Christ-
mas.ò They invite us in and we visit and give them a Christmas gift. I think they have come to look forward 
to our Christmas Eve visit. I know that I do. 

 
As you prepare for this yearôs Christmas season, will you take a moment to think about a ñFrankò in your 
life? Could you invite him to church for the Christmas program or the Christmas Eve service? Maybe your 
Frank needs a place to go on Christmas Day? Pray that God will show you how to use this Christmas sea-
son to show His love to the Frank you know. 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethle-

hem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried off and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 

word concerning what had been told them about this child. 
 

Kari Winkler 
Family Life Coordinator 



Mom & Childrenôs Playgroup 
Date & Time:  Friday, Decemberr 4th 10:00ï11:30 A.M. 

Location:  Natalie Grinsteinnerôs home (W7694 W. McHugh Ct, Holmen) 
Date & Time: Friday, December 18th ,  10:00ï11:30 A.M. 
Location:  Taylor Akersô home (Parsonage) 

Join us to play, chat with other moms and get out of the house for a little bit.  For more informa-
tion, please call Natalie Grinsteinner at 526-3053 or Rachel Brothen at 779-0774.   

Date & Time:  Friday, December 11th, 6:30ï9:30 P.M. 
   Location:  SLWC  
This monthly womenôs fellowship, Night For Ladies (NFL) is a fun, casual way 
to get to know and enjoy other women of SLWC.  This month we will meet in 
the Fellowship Hall of the church (UNLESS someone would like to volunteer 
their homeé..) If you craft, bring your craft; if you like to play games, bring your 
favorite game; if you just want to socialize, bring your conversation.  Bring a 
snack to share.  Feel free to bring a friend(s)!   

Mug & Muffin Ladies  

Fellowship  
Ladiesðjoin us for fellowship, refreshments 
and a ñliteò devotional on Saturday, Decem-
ber  12

th
 at 9:00 a.m .ðlocation to be deter-

mined.  Bring a wrapped mug for our gift ex-
change.  FYI, we will be taking a break in 
January and will resume in February. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY (& Others)  
Ladies, you are invited to Kristi Josephson's home on Tuesday, December 15

th
 at 9:30 a.m.  

Please bring a small plate of cookies to share and come ready to enjoy fellowship and a short 

devotional (and of course, put up with Kristi's yearly Christmas game:)  We'd love to have 

you join us even if you don't regularly come to Tuesday morning Bible study. 
If it's easier, you may meet at the church parking lot at 9:15 and carpool to her home.  Call Kristi, 

783-6321, if you have questions. 

JOIN US! 



      Nursery CoordinatorðCall Pastor Ryan 783-4770 
 

           Missions CoordinatorðCall Pastor Ryan 783-4770 
 

  Small Group LeaderðCall Pastor Ryan 783-4770 
 

    Newsletter EditorðCall Peggy 783-4770 

HELP 

WANTED  

Lessons From the Library  

 

So many books - so little time!  Over Christmas vacation or in the midst of holiday rush 
when you need a breather, why not come into the church library or pick up a book from 
the cart.  Here are two wintry suggestions: 
 
Snow is a novel by Calvin Miller, pastor, theologian, and poet.  A short read, but a 
book that will intrigue you and help you think of Christmas Eve in a different way.  
 
The Christmas Hope is a novel by Donna VanLiere.  It is the story of a little girl who 
needs a home, the couple who takes her in, and a doctor who fulfills a last Christmas 
wish.  We know that God's light can shine into the darkest places.  Read this book and 
see one way it can do just that! 
 
Thanks for reading! 
ð Kristi Josephson, Library Coordinator 

The Coulee Region Gospel Choir thanks SLWC for the opportu-

nity to rehearse and present concerts in this wonderful facility. 

We are very grateful to the church. Everyone in the choir ex-

tends wishes to the congregation for a most blessed Christmas 

Season. 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 

Gifts need to be returned to 
church by Friday, December 18

th
. 




