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ARE YOU READY?é. 
 

There is no doubt that most everyone wants to leave some sort of legacy. We all want to be known for doing 
something great. We are just waiting for God to call us to become the next Billy Graham or the next Michael 
Jordan. Donôt you remember when you were a kid and you dreamed of becoming a doctor or a lawyer or an 
astronaut? From the time we start using our imaginations we dream of fulfilling our lifeôs purpose by leaving a 
lasting legacy.  
 
When we grow up those dreams are usually dashed as reality sets in, and we realize that it is the extreme 
few who truly do something that lifts their name and life into the public to be remembered for years to come. I 
want to challenge the thought that in order to be remembered you have to do something big.  
 
I think the ones who are remembered the most are the ones who had the attitude of willingness to go and do 
whatever God called them to do. I may stand up in front of the crowd each week to deliver a message, but 
there are so many more who are behind the scenes praying and working hard in ministry that will and have 
accomplish more than I ever could. They are people who were willing to go and serve and love and work no 
matter how menial the task was that God called them too.  
 
Exodus 3:4 says, God called to him (Moses)éAnd he said, ñHere I am.ò When we sense that Jesus is rising 
up to call us to a great task, we are there. We say, ñHere I am Lord, send me.ò But we never seem to be 
ready for the obscure duty. Being ready for God means we are prepared to do the smallest most obscure job 
with the same attitude we would bring with the big one. It should make no difference because we understand 
that it is never about our personal glory. It is about serving. It is about fulfilling Godôs purpose. To love Him 
with everything we have.  
 
My devotion this morning read, ñJesus Christ expects to do with us just as His Father did with Him. He can 
put us wherever He wants, in pleasant duties or in menial ones, because our union with Him is the same as 
His union with the Fatheréò John 17:22, ñéthat they be one just as we are oneéò We need to be ready for 
those sudden surprise visits from God where he calls us to what we as humans would consider a menial task, 
but to God is a great adventure and gift. So the next time you are called to something that you may think is 
menialémaybe nursery worker or greeter or usher or bulletin folder or childrenôs help or prop painter or jani-
tor ï remember that itôs never about us. Itôs always about being ready for every opportunity that comes along 
to show God we are ready to do whatever it takes to build His Kingdom for His glory. 
 

God Bless! 
Pastor Ryan  

How to Reach Pastor Ryan: 
Pastor Ryan Cell:  608-797-1467  ǒ  Taylorôs Cell:  608-799-4074  ǒ   Home:  608-519-0547 

Email:   rakers@sandlakechurch.org 



UPDATE FROM PASTOR RICH:  

We are raising support to move to Thailand to help with a ministry to refugees (see 
www.connect3e.org for more info).  We hope to be there by January and stay for one year, with 
the potential of staying long term after that.  If you would like to receive regular updates, please 
send your email info to rplively@gmail.com and you will be added to the list. 

Dear Church Family,  

 

Thereõs nothing more important to our church than your spiritual 

growth. Whether youõre just starting to explore the Christian faith, or 

youõre a long-time Christ -follower, we want to do everything we can to 

help you on your spiritual journey.  

 

Thatõs why we need your help. 

 

Beginning October 3 rd, weõre asking you to click on the link below to take the REVEAL Spiritual 

Life Survey, which asks questions about your spiritual life and the role Sand Lake Wesleyan 

Church plays in it. This survey is a unique research effort that involves hundreds of churches 

around the country.  

 

Since the survey touches on a wide range of thought -provoking issues, you should anticipate 

needing 30 - 35 minutes to complete it.  If you do not have access to a computer, you may 

use one of our church computers.  Please contact Peggy in the church office (783 -4770) to 

make arrangements.  

 

Let me assure you:  

This survey is completely anonymous . An expert third -party research organization will aggre-

gate your input with responses from thousands of other people, so your survey will not  be 

viewed individually.  

You will not be solicited for any products or services as a result of taking this survey.  

Your email address will not be distributed to another party.  

 

Weõll close the survey on October 16, 2009.   

 

Thanks in advance for your time and contribution to this very important work.  

 

Pastor Ryan  
http://www.revealnow.com/slsurvey?uid=5227 

 

If you run into problems with the survey, please contact the Church Office at office@sandlake 

church.org   

Carpenter WantedðCall Penny Blank at 526-3026 
 

SLWC Newsletter Publisher NeededðCall Peggy at 783-4770 

HELP 

WANTED  

http://www.connect3e.org/
mailto:rplively@gmail.com
http://www.revealnow.com/slsurvey?uid=5227


Mark Your CalendarsñeLeV8 Begins!  
Wednesday, October 7th 

5:15 ð 5:50 p.m. Dinner with Pastor Ryan 

6:00ñ7:30 p.m.  eLeV8 (Pre-School thru 5thgrade) Begins 

6:00ñ8:00 p.m. Middle and High School Programs 

Internet Safety ðParents and Pre -Teens 
There will be a Parent/Pre-Teen Training on internet safety with the Internet Task Force on Oc-
tober 18

th
 at 12:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  All parents and pre-teens are encouraged to at-

tend.  Lunch will be provided (donations accepted).  Watch for more information in the church 
bulletin.  A presentation for the teenagers and their parents will be in November. 

Ice Cream buckets are needed for the eLeV8 program.  Please bring them to 
the kitchen.  Thank you! 

Arise!  Cry Out!  
November 14

th       
9:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m . 

Our children are in desperate need of our prayers. Will you join with women from around the 
world as we pour out our hearts to the Lord for the lives of the children in our communities and 
around the world? Moms In Touch International is hosting Arise! Cry Out!, a worldwide day of 
extraordinary prayer for children and schools on November 14

th
. 

 
Join us at First Free Church from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. as we participate in this worldwide event. 
Register now at www.MomsInTouch.org. Contact Kristi Josephson, 783-6321, for more informa-
tion. 
 
Also, you are invited to pray with our local Moms In Touch groups on a weekly basis.  If you have 
a college-age student, the momsô group meets to pray for them at Sand Lake Church on the 2

nd
 

& 4
th
 Mondays from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.  If you have a high school or middle school student in Hol-

men, the group meets at 8:30 a.m. on Monday mornings in the home of Peggy Rice.  Please 
contact Kristi for exact details and more information.  Youôll be blessed and so will your children! 

http://www.momsintouch.org/


High School Bonfire & Games  
 

Saturday, October 24
th 

6:30 to 11:00 p.m.  
 

We are going to the Eickmeier's for food 
and fun.  Please sign-up at the youth table 
in the lobby so we can plan for food.  Par-
ents, please plan on picking your youth up 
at the Eickmeier's by 11:00 p.m.  If you 
need a ride, be at the church by 6:15 p.m.; 
otherwise, we will see you at the Eick-
meierôs at 6:30 p.m.! 

A new Childrenôs Christmas musical is ready to begin rehearsals. 
Pastor Jeff wrote it, and he needs several actors. If you are a 
teenager/adult and you enjoy the ñBIG STAGE,ò then here is what 
we need to perform  ñCHRISTMAS CAROLò : 
 

If you can help make this production happen, please contact  

Faith Schultz at 738-3808 right away! 

CAROL ï rebellious teenager  
MOM ï Carolôs poor mom who is frustrated but in the end gets to do the greatest thing ever! 
BIRD ï teenager or adult in a bird costume 
DOG ï teenager or adult in a dog costume 
TURTLE ï teenager or adult in a turtle costume 
TREE ï teenager or adult in a tree costume 
COSTUME DESIGNER/MAKER 
SET DESIGNER/BUILDER 
DIRECTOR 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
CHILDRENôS CHOIR DIRECTOR 
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR/SOUND AND LIGHTS 

 

Middle Schoolers!!  
We will have an informational parent meet-

ing following the 10:30 a.m. service on Sun-

day, October 4
th
 about the upcoming Middle 

School Youth Retreat.  The retreat is called 

ñYouth Quakeò and will be held in Wisconsin 

Dells at The Wilderness Lodge on January 

8
th
ð10

th
.  All interested youth & parents are 

strongly encouraged to attend. 

Middle School Corn Maze!  
Saturday, October 17

th 

 

Come and join us for a day of fun 

and fellowship!  More information 

will be given in the near future. 

Itôs Fiesta Time! 
On Wednesday, October 28

tth
 

high schoolers  will meet from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for our usual 
Wednesday program.  From 
8:00 to 10:00 p.m.,  all high 
schoolers are invited to hang out 
and play games (Wii, Guitar 
Hero, etc.)  Lots of snacks will 
be provided!  



 

Are You Ready For MORE?   MORE JESUS.  MORE MISSIONS.  MORE LIFE.  The 2010 

Summer Youth Mission trip toé.QUEENôS, NEW YORK!  All youth currently in grades 9ð12 

are highly encouraged to go.  Join us on Sunday, October 4
th
 immediately following the sec-

ond service for a meeting about next summerôs trip.  We will start fundraising in October, and 

you must be registered to begin fundraising.  A $100 non-refundable deposit is due in order 

to guarantee a spot.  Spots are limited, so sign-up today!  The registration deadline is Sun-

day, November 1
st
.    Give Natalie Grinsteinner a call at 526-3053 with any questions.  New 

York, New York, here we comeé.is God calling you for MORE? 

The smell of fall is in the air...leaves turning, crisp morning 

air, homemade apple pies !  The youth mission team will be 

selling apple pies throughout the month of October to help 

get them to Queens, New York.  The pies are homemade 

and delicious.  They will be made on November 7
th
... in time 

for your Thanksgiving feast.  The cost is $10 per pie.  You 

can place your order in the lobby by the apple pie display.   

We will be in need of ingredient donations .  A list of items 

and sign-up is in the lobby.  Any questions?  Please contact 

Natalie Grinsteinner at 526-3053. 

Itôs Apple Pie 

 HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BIBLE STUDY  

 
 

What a great group of girls we have studying God's Word every Sunday night!!  It is exciting to be a part 
of it and watch their growth and hear their Christian insights.   
 
In the study ñMy Heart, Christ's Home,ò we are learning how to give the Holy Spirit complete control of 
each "room" of our lives, from the study (the mind) to the recreation room (our "fun" activities).  We will 
continue with this study through October, and then we will begin another study that will be just as excit-
ing and even more in-depth into God's Word.   
 
Parents or high school girls are encouraged to call me (Kristi Josephson) at 783-6321 if you have ques-
tions or would like to be involved in this home Bible study group. 
 
We will continue to meet in my home at 6:55 p.m. on Sunday nights.  Remember, there will be no meet-
ing on Sunday, October 18th.  Enjoy your daily Bible study and quiet time, girls:) 



Fund Budget Actual

General 25,939$  23,080$    

Missions 1,772$    938$         

Total 27,711$  24,018$    

August 2009 

Contribution Summary

ñDo as I Say é and as I Doò 
Live the Christian Life in a Such a Way that Your Kids Want to Follow  

 
In this column, I want to continue where I left off in the August issue. As you may recall, I wrote 
about the important role prayer has in your childôs ownership of the Christian faith.  

 
In addition to prayer, I think another major factor is the way parents live out their faith. Itôs not 
enough to say that a personal relationship with Christ is important; you need to model it. Let me 
give you a couple examples: one negative and one positive.  

 
Among my extended family members are a couple who had four children. They would send their 
kids to church and Sunday School each week. They thought this was important (and it is), but 
they didnôt think it was important enough to go along with them. Instead, they stayed home on 
Sundays. The kids saw through their parentsô words because their actions spoke louder. Sadly, 
none of these kids follow the Lord today. 

 
Although you may doubt it sometimes, your kids do listen to you, but they watch you even more. 
My mom is very faithful about reading her Bible and praying before she goes to bed each night. 
When I was a kid, she had an old King James Bible with a white leather cover that was falling off. 
That was her favorite Bible, and it was usually in the living room on an end table or by her bedð
depending on where sheôd read it the night before. As a child, I remember going to my parentsô 
room late at night because Iôd had a bad dream and there was my mother, on her knees, in 
prayer beside her bed. Mom demonstrated in her actions the importance of reading Godôs Word, 
praying, and trying to live out her faith. 

 
As my fingers type these paragraphs, my toes hurtðbecause I know that I donôt always model 
Christ and my faith in the way that I desire. Perhaps you feel the same. If so, donôt beat yourself 
up. Instead, do what I so often have to do:  Ask God to forgive you and help you be a more godly 
parent. Many days before my feet even hit the floor, I have to ask God to empty me of self and fill 
me with the Holy Spirit so I can be the parent my children need and deserve.  
 
The most important job I will ever have is to be a mother to my children. Itôs not an easy job, and 
itôs not always one in which I receive a lot of appreciation. However, if my three children grow up 
to be fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ, it will have been worth it.  

 
As parents and as a church family, letôs pray for our childrenôs salvation and live out our faith in 
such a way that they want to follow us. 
 
Kari Winkler 
Family Life Coordinator 



JOIN US! 

Mom & Childrenôs Playgroup 
Date & Time:  Friday, October 2nd , 10:00ï11:30 A.M. 

Location:  Holiday Heights Park (Rain locationðBeth Dixôs  home) 
Date & Time: Friday, October 16th ,  10:00ï11:30 A.M. 
Location:  Apple Orchard/Pumpkin Patch location TBD (Rain locationðNatalie Grinsteinnerôs home) 

Join us to play, chat with other moms and get out of the house for a little bit.  For more informa-
tion, please call Natalie Grinsteinner at 526-3053 or Rachel Brothen at 779-0774.   

Date & Time:  Friday, October  9th, 6:30ï9:30 P.M. 
   Location:  Parsonage  
The monthly womenôs fellowship, Night For Ladies (NFL) is a fun, casual way 
to get to know and enjoy other women of SLWC.  This month Taylor Akers has 
graciously opened her home to us.  If you craft, bring your craft; if you like to 
play games, bring your favorite game; if you just want to socialize, bring your 
conversation.  Bring a snack to share.  Feel free to bring a friend(s)!   

Mug & Muffin Ladies  

Fellowship  
 

Ladiesðjoin us for fellowship, refresh-
ments and a ñliteò devotional on Satur-
day, October 17

th
 at 9:00 a.m .  We will 

meet at Sand Lake Church .  Feel free 
to bring a friend (or two). 

Coulee Region Gospel Choir  
The Coulee Region Gospel Choir invites all interested singers to join them for a Treasure of  
Christmas Music.  We'll sing traditional, classical and  a great Southern Gospel arrangement of 
Glory to God in the Highest. We have special guests including our own Jim Fredrickson and Jim 
Reed and Katherine Weber, Senior at Viterbo University studying vocal music, the  2008 winner 
of the Schubert Club Award in Minneapolis and the MET Award in Milwaukee. Rehearsals start 
October 11

th
 at 4:00 p.m. right here at SLWC. The concert is November 28

th
 at 6:00 p.m.  If nec-

essary, we will add Sunday afternoon the 29
th
 at 4:00 p.m. as that is a traditional concert time for 

us.  
 
Thank you for considering joining us. This is a great time of fun and fellowship. You may call now 
to reserve your music which is loaned to you for the duration.  Call Ruth Ann Granum at 526-
2218 or crgc@centurytel.net.  

mailto:crgc@centurytel.net


Lessons From the Library  

Our church library is located to the right of the main doors, off the foyer.  You are wel-
come to come in anytime and take books off the shelf for your reading pleasure.   
 
In addition to Christian fiction and non-fiction books that encourage right Christian liv-
ing, there are many resource books available to you.  For teachers and leaders, there 
is a section of Bible resources for leaders.  Here you will find everything from Bible 
games to get-to-know-you exercises and Bible helps.  There are resource books that 
address any age student.  For parents, you will find an entire parenting or family sec-
tion with Family Night books or devotions or encouraging words and helps for those 
parenting dilemmas.  There is also a mission and evangelism section in which you will 
find resources to help you interest kids and others in doing service and mission work. 
 
I would love to have several people reading and reviewing books from our li-
brary.  Then we can include your short paragraph describing the book in our church 
newsletter. If you love to read and would be interested in doing this, please talk with 
me or give me a call at 783-6321. 

Thanks for reading! 
ð Kristi Josephson, Library Coordinator 

Happy 80 th  Birthday to Jean Alderman!  Please help us celebrate with an open house 

at Prairie Home Apartments in Holmen on November 1 st  at 1:00 p.m.  The Sand Lake 

Church Menõs Quartet will be performing at 2:00 p.m.  Stop in and help us wish Jean 

a Happy Birthday!  

Let our Pastors know how much you 
appreciate them! 


